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Another conservation group
has intervened in the dispute over
the future of open space land lining
a partof the Blackburn Creek inthe

"Bellbird’! area.

- The Nunawading gardening
education advisory committee told

the last meeting of Nunawading.

Councilthatalarmover the issue was

increasing.

. The committee, a
.'voluntary group
which advises the
. council on gardeni
and environmenta
matters, warned that
* any development on
. the land concerned
‘would have an im-
pact detrimental fo
the landscape.

A public meeting to
discuss all aspects ofl.he
issue has been called

+ tonight at 8 p.m. at

. Wesley hall, The Avenue,
. Blackburn, by another

- Interested group — the

. Blackburn Creek
conservation group.

The gardening
education advisory
cominittee also warned
thecouncil thatthearea's
Jmmense value as public
ppen space for walks and
enjoyment of natural
surroundings would be

. harmed i new
development  wus
permitted.

¢ Controversy over the
futureofthelanderupted

in April when present .
owners of the land, the .

Board of Works, revealed .
that it wanted to dispose

of its holding — no longer

required for drainage or

uther purposes.

Portion
The land borders
Blackburn Creek, a
tributary of Gardiner's

Creek, between
Pakenham and Main St.

Nunawading Council

* doesnot wantand hasnot

got the money o acquire

anymoreofthe landthan

a small portion it has
—

bought Lo extend Kalang
Reserve northward.

Nearby residents fear
that a housing
subdivision or bridge-
building to link the two
sections of Luaurel Grove
could destroy the area’s
bushland environment,
disturb the birdlife and
wreck flora.

The

board has

announced that it will

now have to examine
what might be sultable
uses for the area.

The council has since
asked the State
Government that any
re-zoning proposed be
put through the full
town plnning exhibi-
tion and objection
procedures.
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: ® The Board-owned land at the centre of the Bellbird area
disputeisoutlined in black. Nunawading Councilis buying only
the area to the north of Kalang Reserve to extend that reserve.

- Crowd takes
over meeting

About 40 Blackburn bellbird area residents in-’
vaded Nunawading Progress Association’s meeting
last week following rumors of a threat to bushland .

near their homes.

Residents living close to Gardiner’s Creek between
Main and Pakenham Sts. had heard reports that the .

Board of Works intended to sell much of the land. it’

owned close to the creek.

Other rumors
that a new arterial
road might be built
through the creek
reserve added to

the stir.

A big deputation to
seek information on the
rumors and to discuss ac-
tion on the issue was as-
sembled to attend the as-
sociation’s regular public
meeting at Nunawading
civic centre last Wednes-
day night.

The “invasion’’ took
progress association of-
ficers and the audience
by surprise because the

2 issue had not previously

o ﬁrogress Ass

ociation preside

. Clowes — chaired the *‘‘invaded’’
i ' meeting. ’

been aired or its details
known.

Progress Association
president Mr Jim Clowes
suspended the meeting 1o
enable the Gardiner’s

Creek problem to be out-

lined.

He suggested that the
Blackburn residents
forrn @ commitiee of five
to investigate and act.
They did so later in the
night.

Inquiries by the Gazet-
te later established that
the ‘‘problem’’ land
alongside the Gardiner’s
Creek was the area
which the Board of

Works no longer has use

-

for

" them,
' Nunawading . Council’s
existing open_ space

~already committed for

nt MrJim

Y

R

and  which
Nunawading Council has -
declined to acquire.

Dropped .

A Board of Works of-*
ficial told the Gazette-
that there was no
proposal whatever for a
new road to be bullt’
through the area.

He sald a tenfative:
zoning for an arterial"
road through the area
had been dropped
several years 3go.

The Board, he said,
now needed to examine ,
how it could dispose of its
surplus unwanted land
along the creek reserve :
since Nunawading Coun-"
cil had declined acquisi-
tion offer. A

(The council has;

'bought only that section

of the board land lying’
directly north-of Kalang ;

. Reserve in aorder to ex--

tend that parkland. The
councll has declined to:
buy the other creekside !
land offered because of ;

; % lack -of funds and the:

heavy additional !
maintenance:cost it}

would involve.) = .0
. Some - of .- the/
Blackburn residents at .,
last week’s meeting 4
claimed that.a council 2
yrchase of all the of- °
ered land .for: public :
open space would, solve

. their problems. .

Mr Clowes warned
however, that

purchasing program was

“throughout;i;'ithe
‘municipality ' and! ad-
.ditional purchases would:

nearly; $§2 _milqun

+'® Rezoning . possible

says board: council’s
view, see Page 9. , il

{78/

‘bring 'a further ‘crushing {

‘“financial burden for
8 r?tepavers and the coun-{
,{c i “ 4 2 : g
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