New parks

on the way

[ by Simon Kinch

Two big investments to create new public parklands in Blackburn and
Vermont were approved by Nunawading Council on Monday night.

More that $272,000 will be spent buying the 24 hectare of Blackburn Creek bushland between
Main and Pakenham Streets from the Board of Works, and in Vermont, the council will try to buy
half of the four-hectare Hale family estate bushland off Orion St.

The purchase of the
Blackburn Creek land
which borders Gardi-
ner’'s Creek through
Blackburn’'s famous
Bellbird area will com-
plete a successful cam-
paign mounted by the
conservation group
which “adopted” the
area two years ago.

The Blackburn
Creek Conservation
group was formed in
1981 to resist Board of
Works moves toward
selling much of the
bushland for home
sites.

The conservation
group has since made
an intensive environ-
mental study of the
land and its flora and
fauna and has gained
wide public support for
the call to buy it for
parkland.

The council will ac-
cept the board’s latest
offer to sell for $272,000
repayable over seven
years, interest free for
three years, and at an
interest of one per cent
above the Board’'s pub-

® This map shows the boundaries of one of the proposed new
parks covered by the council’s big buying decisions.

lic borrowing rate for
the other four years.

A similar, but
shorter, campaign by a
group of residents in
Vermont has led to the
council decision to bid
for half of the Hale es-
tate bushland fronting
Orion St, Grey St and
Glenburnie Rd, Ver-
mont.

The residents formed
the Hale Property Pres-

ervation Group late
last year when its own-
ers moved to subdivide
the land into home
sites.

Outcome of the coun-
cil’s plan to buy this
land will rest with ne-
gotiations to be under-
taken by the city ad-
ministrator, Mr E J.
Jane, with the owners.

A move by Cr Valda
Arrowsmith on Mon-

day night for the coun-
cil to seek 70 per cent of
the Hale estate instead
of half was rejected.

Cr Arrowsmith said
residents who had
known and used the
open bushland over
many years wanted a
family park established
as a permanent asset to
the municipality.

No estimate of cost
has’yet been given.




