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Monthly bird survey (13/05/2026) – inspiration behind presentation
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Image: Bird survey results in May 2026



Introduction

Scientific Classification

Kingdom: Animalia

Phylum: Chordata

Class: Aves

Order: Psittaciformes

Family: Cacatuidae

Genus: Zanda

Species: Z. funereus



Distribution

 SE Australia

 Subspecies X3

A = Z. funereus

B = Z. whiteae

C = Z. xanthanotus
A

B

C

Tropic of Capricorn

*



Background

Common name: Yellow-tailed black-cockatoo

Scientific name: Zanda funereus

Type: Bird

Diet: Seeds (Pines, Banksia, Hakea, Eucalypts) 
Grubs and insects 

Lifespan: 40~60 yrs

Size: 55~65 cm   

Weight: 750~900 g



Characteristics

Flight: Buoyant, deep/slow wing beat 

Long tail, yellow panels                           

Habitat: Euc. woodlands, pine plantations and urban areas

Breeding:

Pair for life

Nest in hollows in old growth trees (Native temperate forests >200 yrs)

1-2 eggs (white)

Incubation: ~ 4 weeks

Fledglings: ~10 weeks

Care: ~16 weeks

Main threat: Habitat destruction, possums, wedge-tailed eagles
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Sexing
Juv.Female ( )Male ( )Trait#

GreyLightDarkBill1

GreyGreyPinkEye-ring2

SmallLargerSmallerYellow cheek patch3

-WiderNarrowYellow edging on feathers4

Male (left) and female (right)



Bird survey 

Photos: Local photographer (April 2020)



Sources

 Field guide to the birds of Australia - Simpson and Day (7th Ed.)

 Birdlife Australia - Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo - BirdLife Australia

 Australian Geographic - Fact File: Yellow-tailed black cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus funereus) - Australian Geographic

 Australian Bird Study Association Inc.* – Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo – ABSA

 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo | BIRDS in BACKYARDS



Contact details

 Glenn Hale 

 Blackburn Creeklands Advisory Committee (BCAC)

 https://blackburncreeklands.org/

 blackburncreeklands@gmail.com



 Blackburn Creeklands brochure and map


